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Viarket to go weekly 


BY SARAH EDWARDS 


| BLACKBIRD LEYS 
proved to be sucha success, that ™~ _ | | LEISURE CENTRE 


organisers have responded to 
demands for it to become a weekly Wo rk 0 n 
new pool 


event. 
Launched almost two years ago, 
rT 
going 
rT | 
swimmingly 


the monthly market provides access to 
a wide range of locally produced and 

WORK on the new £9.45 million 
swimming pool complex at 


locally grown food, as well as giving 
entrepreneurs the chance to promote 

Blackbird Leys Leisure Centre 
is gathering pace with an 


their businesses and sell handmade 
products. 
The market also provides a range of 
anticipated opening of early next 
year. 
The eight lane 25 metre 


volunteering options for local people 
competition standard swimming 


who are keen to improve their skills or 
pool has a moveable floor, a teaching 


learn new ones. 
pool, fun water area for children, new 


Market coordinator Christine 
McDermott said: “Being a monthly 

changing facilities, a sauna anda 
new reception and cafe area. 


market has been great and it is hard to 
believe that we celebrate our second 
birthday in December. We have gone 
through quite a few changes since 
we launched and we had to look at 
the structure of the market and the 
steering group, but we have a very 
Others areas of the leisure 
complex are also being refurbished 
to bring the whole facility up to 
standard. 
The gym will have £200,000 
invested in it to make it bigger, 
and in the sports hall, a £50,000 


loyal and committed group of people 
who really want to make the market an 

refurbishment programme is 
planned. 


even greater success.” 
Christine added that becoming 
David Hunt, General Manager of 
the centre said: "Work has already 


a weekly market is a really exciting 
prospect. “Our volunteers are our 

started on the sports hall and work 
in the gym will start soon. It is very 


biggest asset and they are all very 
positive about the market becoming 
weekly and very happy to volunteer 
rewarding to see the new centre 
taking shape on schedule. The new 
studio and créche have been well 


for more hours which is brilliant. 

Being involved with the market is very 
received and the soft play area is 
already proving very popular with 


rewarding and we hope that more 

people will come forward and support 

it as we move into the next phase.” 

The first weekly market will be held 

on November 15, and will be marked 

with a special event. From 10am - 1pm, 

as well as the market there will be 
local families." 

From November 1, the first 250 

people to sign up to an annual 
Choice membership for the new 
centre will get three months free, 
and the next 250 will get two months 

free. 


facepainting, a Blackbird Leys Bake Off, 
Temple Cowley pools and the 


a bouncy castle, hog roast, raffle of 
market goodies and tickets to Oxford 

existing Blackbird Leys pool will be 
closed once the new pool is open. 


United FC and for bowling, and a new 
Fusion Lifestyle will contact all 


skills share venture supported by The 
Conservation Volunteers. 

members of these facilities about 
transfer arrangements. 


Thanks to the support of The 
Leys Housing Consortium there will 
be no charge for having a stall on 15 
November. 


Reg Curnock with a selection of produce. 
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LEYS MUM 


An alternative look at parenting with Lauraine Dineen 


This month, Lauraine 
and her friends take a 
trip to the seaside for a 
weekend escape. 


LAST weekend my friends 
and | celebrated the holiest 
holy day of the year — girls’ 
weekend. Sort of like 
Christmas and Easter all 
wrapped up into one except 
no one gives birth in a stable 
or is tortured, murdered, and 
miraculously resurrected. 

What began as a simple 
annual night out the first 
few summers after having 
children, has evolved into 
a weekend so critical to 
maintaining life as we know 
it that the countdown literally 
begins the day we return. 
Come hell or high water, the 
last weekend in August, a car 
packed with five of the most 
desperate women you'll ever 
meet is on the road in search 
of fun and 20 uninterrupted 
minutes of bathroom privacy. 

It’s the stuff dreams are 
made of. 

These trips are fun not so 


EDITOR'S LETTER 


Hello! 


THERE is certainly a lot going on 
across the Leys at the moment, and 
in the run up to Christmas it is only 


going to get busier! 


The swimming pool is really coming 
on now and we were lucky enough to 
have a sneak preview behind the scenes 
last week, to see how things are getting 
on. It is a HUGE complex and every day 
up to 70 people are working on it, and 


Girls’ Weekend 


much because of the hilarious 
antics, the carefree days in 

the sun or the catching up 
with friends, but more for the 
fact that James is reminded 

of the pain that comes with 
being a stay at home mum 

to our two little boys; and his 
appreciation for me and terror 
of what might happen if | were 
to ever leave him is cheerfully 
refreshed. 

Sometimes | like to call 
him right in the middle of 
lunch time and ask why he’s 
so stressed out. This comes 
in super handy for the rest of 
the year when | feel like he is 
taking me for granted. All| 
have to do is say: “Remember 
that time when | went on 
my girls’ trip to Blackpool 
and you were with the boys 
all weekend by yourself?” He 
immediately tenses up and his 
eye starts to twitch. Flowers 
usually arrive the following 
day. 

Our trips always start 
out with a pit stop at the 
services. This may be the 
most important part of the 
entire weekend because | love 


getting it ready for an official opening 
that is hopefully going to happen early 
next year. | had the chance to chat to 


to walk into the restaurant to 
soak in the hoards of parents 
fighting with their crazy 
children. Sorry, but nothing 
is better than seeing other 
parents struggle with their 
children when | am without 
mine. It reminds me of why 

| needed this mini break so 
badly in the first place, lest I’ve 
forgotten in the 20 minutes 
I've already been away from 
them. 

Despite the fact that I’m 
balancing a box of chicken 
popcorn and mountain of 
French fries on my knees 
squished in between two 
people in the back of a car, no 
meal has ever tasted so good. 
Mainly because | am actually 
able to chew and swallow 


instead of inhale or snort. One 


day I’m just going to get smart 
and take all food in IV form. 
This year we decided to 
stay relatively close to home 
(haha) and go to Blackpool, 
though the location is the 
least important factor in our 
weekend. We could have 
fun in a boiler room. As long 
as there is a pool, vodka, 


please do get in touch with Christine if 
you would like to get involved. In next 
month's Leys News you will be able to 


beer, perfect weather, a wide 
variety of shopping options, 
cheap restaurants and a Yates. 

We're simple girls, really. 
That night we went to a bar 
to show all of the young kids 
how old and wise we are. 
The DJ played Jump Around, 
and, forgetting how big my 
boobs are, | turned the song 
into Flop Around. Mid-way 
through my friend grabbed 
my arm and | was informed 
that | have to get up on stage 
and pole dance to win a bottle 
of champagne. | was neither 
sober enough or interested 
enough to pole dance, so | 
accepted. And, judging by the 
cheers/horrified gasps from 
the crowd when | found my 
inner Beyonce, | was the clear 
winner. 

Saturday, we went for 
dinner at the Washington. A 
great pub/restaurant which 
serves the most delicious 
and rather large dinners. The 
drinks were flowing so we did 
what any normal intoxicated 
person would do, looked 
for a tattoo shop!? We spent 
three hours walking along 
the pleasure beach taking 
in the lights and soaking up 
the atmosphere looking for 
a tattoo shop that does not 
exist. 

Sunday morning came 
with the pain of 1,000 stay 
and plays. | awoke to my 
feet throbbing and needing 
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a massage only James can 
deliver. Everyone sat chatting 
around the breakfast table. 
After about an hour someone 
suggested we start packing 
up. They were then beaten 
and thrown into the sea. 

| know what will happen 
when | get home. James 
will expect me to take care 
of our children. He has 
been “working” and I've 
had three days of relaxing. | 
call and explain how tired | 
am. How much work it is to 
have fun. He is completely 
unsympathetic. In fact, he 
seems a little medicated. 

Reluctantly, we load up 
the car, all pile in and low and 
behold as soon as we start the 
cara Tattoo shop is in front 
of us! We jump out, three out 
of five of us get Tattoos, back 
in the car drive down to the 
pleasure beach, quick go on 
the Pepsi Max, not me as | 
want to live to see my boys 
another day, and then start 
the journey home. Quick stop 
at the services, though this 
time it only a painful reminder 
of what awaits us in three 
short hours. 

“How lucky are we to have 
a girls weekend every year?” | 
say to everyone, praying we 
get lost on the way home, 
which we did!” 


LETTERS 


Dear Editor, 


some of the development team and see 
the incredible moveable floor that forms 
part of the new competition pool, as 
well as discover that it will take 150,000 
tiles to finish the complex! 

Thanks to Stephen Lee for organising 
the visit, it was very enlightening! 

The much loved community market 
is to become a weekly affair, and you 
can read about it on our front page and 
page three. With this new development 
comes a need for more volunteers so 


find out more about what it is like to be 
a volunteer and a stall holder-definitely 
food for thought! 

Talking of next month...it will be the 
final Leys News of the year as we will be 
producing a combined Christmas and 
New Year edition, so expect a sprinkling 
of tinsel and a lot of Christmas magic! 
Have a great month! 


Sowolw 


Through your paper's letter 
page | would like to thank a long 
serving member of Oxford City 
Cleansing service. Harry Liptrot 
has just retired after 14 years and 
| would like to thank him for all 
he did in his battle in keeping 
Blackbird Leys litter free. it was a 
difficult job but he and his fellow 
cleansing operatives did a worth 
while job. Thanks Harry, happy 
retirement 

Brian Lester 


e J e e e 
Kids’ Drawing Competition! 
Draw a picture of your pet (real or imaginary) in the 
space provided. The prize for the two most creative 
entries is a 67 piece art and craft set complete with 
wooden carry case. Send your entries by 15 November. 


? 


all, 


re 


THE WINNER of last month's Halloween Drawing 
Competition is Aminat, aged 7 of Blackbird Leys. 
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Name of parent or guardian: ..............ccccee ceeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeenes Phone number: ..............065 


ACOIOSS? i o'ssnstse-snitina ain's nine albity.n'5:hs ssoprachitch asbidi woeiesetelets We tla winiblerslainy dinesle ele welded eda aaaaevos aaaieceidne 
Send your entries to: Kids’ Drawing Competition, Leys News, 26 Kingfisher Green, Greater Leys, Oxford OX4 7BX 


| a en ee a a a a a a a ae a Fe ee ee a | 


Age: ......... 
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Thanks to Ruskin College for sponsoring this page. 


If you are interested in studying at Ruskin College please call 01865 759600 us } 4 | 
or visit www.ruskin.ac.uk 4 h 


Market forces on the Leys 


BY SARAH EDWARDS 


a Y sata, 
at 


COMMUNITY Markets are an 
ideal way for people to get 
to know each other, buy local 
produce and benefit from 
some volunteering and work 
experience opportunities, 

as well as promoting local 
businesses. 

As the Leys Community 
Market prepares to go weekly, we 
look at why the market is truly at 
the heart of our community. 

Plans to establish a 
community market on the Leys 
were first discussed a few years 
ago, and it took a lot of hard 
work and commitment from the 
community to get the project up 
and running. 

Since those early days, it has 
grown into a well-visited regular 
community event, and as it now 
steps up a gear to become a 
weekly market, local people will 
have even more opportunities to 
buy from it and get involved. 

Christine said: “The 
atmosphere across the whole 
market is great but it is 
particularly good in the kitchen 
where we are lucky to have 
some lovely volunteers. As well 
as having loads of laughs and a 
good time helping people make 
the most of the market, some of 
our volunteers have gone on to 
employment opportunities. The 
whole ethos behind the market 
is a ‘can do’ attitude and that 
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really helps volunteers. For me Christine added: “We already 
the icing on the cake is allabout Operate this kind of system 
people not underestimating for wholefoods so being able 
themselves and trying new to add another fill up service 
things.” would be good and we are very 
The market boastsateamof excited about this. We want 
volunteers aged from six years to encourage more growth 
old all the way up to 70,aseven _—_and celebrate even more local 
the youngest members of the producers, bakers, craftspeople 
team can help set tables inthe and business people. The 
café. market is a great place for local 
Christine added: “We are entrepreneurs to demonstrate 
happy for children to take what they can do. 
part-everyone has a valuable “It is still relatively early 
contribution to make to the days in the life of the market as 


success of the market. There isso 4 business, and we want stall 
much talent here on the Leys and holders to see their presence 


we hope that with the weekly here as a real investment for their 
opening of the market, even future growth too. By continuing 
more people will be able to get to run our successful skill share 
involved.” project, local people also have 
The core products that the the chance to learn new skills. 
market offers include fresh fruit | The cooking skill share is really 
and vegetables thanks to well popular and we hope to do more 
known grow your own guru Reg of that as well as other sessions. 
Curnock, honey from Russell and “We really want local people 
Sue Price’s well behaved bees to continue to support our 
and jams and preserves from efforts, it would be great if 
Kate Rachel. Other offerings people could buy a good part 
include bread, pies, cakes and of their weekly shopping at the 
eggs. market. We have no parking 
There are plans to introduce _ stress, a lovely environment to . : —_ 
other products, including shop in and a great range of ™ The new weekly market will run on Saturdays from 
eco friendly detergents using produce as well as the chance to 15 November, from 10am-1pm. 
dispensers. Customers simply enjoy a coffee in the café. What's 


H To enquire about stalls email Katie Chester: 


bring their empties along tothe not to love!” : 
leyscommunitymarket@yahoo.com 


market and pay to fill them. This 
saves unnecessary waste and To volunteer contact Christine McDermott: 
reduces cost and packaging. leyscommunitymarket@yahoo.com 
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Want to quit “4 
smoking? 


Use your local NHS Stop Smoking 
Service and you’re up to 4 times 
more likely to succeed. 


@ Free expert advice 
Come clean on 


@ Prescription stop smoking Tenancy Fraud today. 
treatments to help beat cravings Sopety you 
F ¢ Face a two year prison sentence. 
@ Ongoing support from an NHS * Face a £5,000 fine. 
trai ned advi ser ° Pi sans band back any profit made 
rom sub-letting. 
Call us today on 0845 40 80 300 ; 
7 4) TACKLING 
ae = TENANCY FRAUD 
Because life Ss better Smokefree. fe] 4m) If you know of any illegal sub-letting contact the Investigation Team on: 
Pe 01865 252025 | tenancyfraud@oxford.gov.uk | www.oxford.gov.uk/reportit 
fl) se%u— All information provided is treated with the strictest of confidence. 


Building a salad class city for everyone 


SMOKEFREE ay ~s E fe 


Oxfordshire Smoking Advice Service 
supporting people through the process of quitting 


DOVECOTE VOLUNTARY PARENT COMMITTEE 


In partnership with Leys Community Market 
CHRISTMAS FUN DAY 4 


Saturday 13'" December 


12 pm until 4 pm 


At the Barn, Nightingale Avenue Blackbird Leys 
gouncy Cast, face Painting 
mola Making Xmas Decoratio’ 
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BLACKBIRD LEYS ADVENTURE PLAYGROUND (BLAP) 


In their own words 


RANU has been coming to BLAP very 
regularly for two years. She comes originally 
from East Timor and was very quiet when 
she first came. Not any more! She was asked 
to interview some of the children who 
attend BLAP and find out why they come. 
Ranu also took their photos with the BLAP 
camera. 

Ranu said: "The first time | came to BLAP 
| was so...quiet. | went outside and looked 
at everyone thinking | know some of the 
people and | don’t know the rest. | said to 
myself are the people | don’t know going 
to like me? Then my best friend Janais 
came along and showed me everything. | 
said “hello” to a couple of people and they 
turned their backs. It is very tough to make 
new friends. But, with a friend by my side it is 
a lot of fun. It is good to have one friend who 
is there with you whenever you need them. 
When | went home| told my parents what 
had happened at BLAP, how fun it can be 
there and every day | say how good BLAP is. 

"When | got a bit older | started to bring 
so many people to BLAP because | wanted 
people to see how good BLAP is and they 
don’t get friends on the first day either but | 
played with them. . The day after | hear them 
tell other people how good BLAP is and that 
is why people go to BLAP because you hear 
people saying how good it is and | still do." 


Megan: "I like BLAP because I don’t get Connor: "It is fun and | like the people Kenza: "It's fun because | get Amelia: "It’s fun. When | go home Precious: "I like knitting and the fresh air. | 
bored. | want to come back because it’s fun." and the food. | don’t want to go home." good food from Joey." I want to go back to BLAP." am powerful when | go home from BLAP." 


Need English 
for University 
entrances 


Free IELTS course funded by 
Oxford Brookes University 
starting in November at 
EMBS (213b Barns Road, 
Temple Cowley). 


Phone EMBS to check if 
you are eligible for a free 
course and book your | — Tedscusyour - 


advertising@leysnews.co.uk 


place. Tel:01865 776041 itor 1k or call 01865 711756 
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Food — 
recycling 
roll out 
continues 


FOOD RECYCLING collections are 
being extended to tenants in all 
City Council flats. 

Over the coming months each 
property will be provided with an 
individual food waste caddy for any 
uneaten food. 

There will be a large red food 
recycling container in communal 
bin stores which has been specially 
designed to store food waste securely, 
safely and hygienically until we collect 
it each week. 

Using the new service requires 
a small change; by separating your 
food waste into your caddy and not 
your general rubbish bin, you can play 
your part in reducing waste sent for 
disposal. Recycling more and wasting 
less has environmental as well as 
financial benefits. 

Recycling food waste is as 
important as recycling other household 
rubbish like glass, cans and paper. The 
caddy can be lined with compostable 
liners or a sheet of newspaper to make 
it easier to manage. 


The Great Blackbird Leys Bake Off entry form 


Please complete and hand it to the Leys Community Market team 


with your entry. 


1. Your name: 


2. Name of your baking creation: 


3. Age (if under 18): 


4. Contact telephone number: 


5. Which category are you entering (please tick)? 
Bestbread O 
Best cupcake O 


Best sponge O 
Bestinshow O 
Most creative entry O 


Councillor John Tanner, Board 
Member for Cleaner Greener Oxford, 
says: “Weekly food waste collections 
from our Council flats is great news 
for City Council tenants and the 
environment. 

“The trials using small household 
caddies and large red containers have 
worked well and | hope everyone will 
give it a try. We intend to offer weekly 
food waste collections to private flats 
in the city too from next year. This is 
another boost for recycling in Oxford.” 
Food waste recycling collected in the 
city is sent to an anaerobic digestion 
plant in Cassington, where it is used to 
make energy and fertiliser. The facility 
processes over 50,000 tonnes of solid 
and liquid waste every year, generating 
2.1 megawatts of electricity, enough 
to power 4,200 homes, as well as 
producing an excellent biofertiliser that 
is used on local agricultural land. 

Food waste is also processed at 
an in-vessel composting plant, where 
good quality agricultural compost is 
produced, again used by local farmers. 

The Recycling Team is organising 
tours to visit these processing plants; 
if you are interested in attending, then 
please email recycling@oxford.gov.uk 


@ For further information on the 
roll out of food waste recycling 
please visit www.oxford.gov.uk/ 
flatsfoodrecycling 
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Let there be baking 


BY ANDY LONGMORE 


SO, THE Great British Bake Off is 
over for another year, and I've a 
confession to make - I'm a fan. 
Not that | can bake (or even 
cook) much myself. My wife recently 
declared “it’s no good, I'm going 
to have to teach you to cook", and | 
now have a repertoire of just three 
healthy meals (with hand-written 
instructions so simple even | haven't 
been able to get them wrong yet) for 
those evenings which are too busy for 
even my wife, who loves being in the 
kitchen, to be able to do anything. 
But I’m not alone. Millions of 
people have been watching ‘GBBO’ It 
used to be just celebrity chefs on the 
telly, but now it’s real people, and | 


have to say, | like the real people more. 


The format’s a competition, but the 
quirky presenters, Sue and Mel, are 
there (apparently knowing as little 
about baking as me), trying to reduce 
the tension rather than build it up; the 
all-knowing experts Paul and Mary 
are there, but always with a smile and 
an encouragement, and apologising 
if they have to offer up criticisms of 
uncooked dough and soggy bottoms. 
Even the contestants are there 
supporting and encouraging one 
another, and sometimes you see them 


sneakily helping each other, when 
one is finished and another is really 
pushed for time. 

Why do we like baking and 
cooking programmes so much? 
| searched my memory for 
recollections of preparing food, and 
discovered something. My memories 
of happy food are always linked 
with memories of happy times with 
people | love. Burning sausages on 
the barbeque with my dad. In the 
kitchen with my mum helping to bake 
a cake (I’m not sure how much of a 
help | actually was), with one eye on 
the mixing bowl which would soon 
have my fingers in it, scooping up the 
left-over cake mix. 

In the Bake Off final, you hear how 
the winner, a down-to-earth lady 
called Nancy, has started teaching her 
grandchildren to bake, and it makes 
me smile to picture it. 

Our oldest son has his birthday 
within a few days of his cousin, and 
when they were young (four, | think) 
my wife and her sister spent hours 
making and decorating a Thomas 
the Tank Engine cake for a joint 
birthday party. The result was pretty 
spectacular, but the thing that lasted 
far longer was the memories of the 
joint venture. 

Food and people, | am increasingly 


learning, are great ingredients for a 
good time. 

As churches go, ours is fairly 
modern, with some young families. 
We recently realised we hadn't been 
having bread and wine, and | was 
surprised at how strong the desire 
was in so many people to have it 
again. | say wine, | mean cherries and 
berries squash — | trust that another 
layer of symbolism is okay, and it 
means we can share freely with all 
the children. Nobody minds. Sharing 
the bread and squash is simple, but it 
connects us. ‘One loaf, one body’ the 
book says, and it’s right. 

The experts have been saying 
for a while that families ought to 
be eating together regularly in the 
dining room. It’s not that easy: shifts, 
commuting, overtime, homework, TV 
dinners before going out again. And 
with high-density housing, who's got 
space for a dining room anyway? 

But it’s about more than food, I’ve 
realised. It's good times with people 
| love and happy memories for the 
future. Preparing the food together 
makes eating the food together all the 
sweeter. 

Now, let's find that apron, and see 
if we can find a cake recipe simple 
enough even for me. Then let the 
baking begin! 


THE GREAT 
BLACKBIRD LEYS 


BAKE OFF 


At The Barn, Greater Leys, Saturday 15 November, 10am 


Calling all bakers, 


cooks and fans of 


6. Once judging is complete are you happy to donate your cake to 
The Leys Community Market tea and cake stall to raise funds for the 
Market. 


Yes O 


cake everywhere. 
Leys Community 
Market needs you! 


NO O 


(Ifyou do not wish to donate your cake, please collect it by 12pm or it will be 
disposed of by the Leys Community Market team.) 


THE Great Blackbird Leys Bake Off 
is a cooking competition aimed 
at raising money for The Leys 
Community Market whilst enjoying 
some tasty baked goods at the 
same time. So roll up your sleeves 
and don your oven gloves and 

let baking battle commence. The 
competition is about having fun 
and raising money for The Leys 
Community Market. 

Categories of entry are divided 
into adult and child age groups. 
They are: 

e Best sponge 

e Best bread 

e Best in show 

e Best cupcake 

e Most creative entry 


Cakes will be tasted by the judges. 
The judges’ decision is final. There 
is no entry fee but it would be 
great if any entered cake or bread 
could be donated to the Leys 
Community Market and sold at 
their Café. 

All baking should follow 
guidance from the Food Standards 
Agency website on community 
event cooking. 

Further advice on food hygiene 
and safety is also available on the 
NHS Choices website. 

So choose your recipe, gather 
your ingredients and bring your 
finest bake to the Community Bake 
off at the Leys Market for judging, 
fund raising and possible cookery 


glory. Donations to the cake stall 
also welcome. 


7. Anything else we need to know? 


#@ Any questions, suggestions, 
volunteers to help in the Bake 
Off or cake stall please email 
djonesparishcouncil@gmail.com 


As part of the competition your cake will be tasted by the Leys 
Community Market judges and points awarded. The judge’s decision is 
final. 


= Community event cooking 
advice on Food Standards 
Agency website: http://food. 
gov.uk/business-industry/ 
caterers/food-hygiene/ 
charity-community-groups 


Please bring your entries from 10am on the day of the fete. Judging will 
be at 11.30am. Please check our Facebook page in case of any changes 
to this schedule. 


All baking should follow guidance from the Food Standards Agency 
website on community event cooking found at: 


http://www.food.gov.uk/ 
@ Short of inspiration? 


www.bbc.co.uk/food/recipes/ 
spongecake_1284 


Further advice on food hygiene and safety is also available on the NHS 
Choices website. 


mail@leysnews.co.uk | phone: 01865 711756 
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The Oxford Botanic Garden 


- 


says farewell to Tolkien’s tree 


the ground shaking which 
was scary. Also there was a 
band playing under the tree. 
The gardeners got everyone 
to move from the area and no 
one was hurt.” 
J The band that was playing 
} aun-writing musical farewell 
to the tree was called Kismet. 
Ironically Kismet means fate, 
and at 1pm that day fate 
~ determined that the tree 
would stand no more. 

Dr Alison Foster Acting 
Director said there were no 
plans to re plant anything at 
the gardens yet as there will 
be a huge root plate still under 
the ground that will prevent 
replanting at the moment. 

Dr Foster said: “The tree is 
believed to have been grown 
from seed collected by botany 
Photo by Jim Linwood. professor John Sibthorp in 


BY JANE YATES weeping ash that was growing Austria.” 
to the side of it. It’s not all sad news as its 
A BLACK pine tree fondly This tree has fond legacy will go on because the 


called Tolkien's tree by the 
staff at the Oxford Botanic 
Gardens had to be cut 
down after 215 years. loss. 
High winds in July blew 
two branches of the giant tree 
down, crushing not only part 
of the wall but also a smaller 


memories for just about 
everybody including myself, 
and | was saddened by the 


gardens intend to propagate 
from this tree so that future 
generations will not miss 
out on this important link 

to Tolkien. They are also 
considering using the wood 
from the black pine for an 
educational project. 


D LHANCOCK LTD 


Est 1994 
Oxford’s only Independent 


Family Funeral Directors 


OXFORD (01865) 767780 (24 Hr Service) 
Office & Chapels of Rest : 
126 London Road, Headington, Oxford. OX3 9ED. 


| spoke to Jessica Law a 
Ticket Office staff member at 
the gardens and she said: “I 
heard a creaking noise and 


A caring traditional 24 hour service provided by 
Darren Hancock and his team personally 


Private Chapels of Rest 
Golden Charter & Perfect Choice 
Funeral Plans se Funcral Plans 
Probate / Will advice & 
Repatriation service available worldwide 


Horse drawn carriages, 
Motorcycle Hearses , 
Traditional Coffins, 
Colourful Coffins & 
Eco friendly Coffins 


Tailor made funerals 
to suit every budget, 


Budget Funerals also available 
No appointment necessary 
Office open from 9am - 5pm 
Out of hours appointments are available in your home or ours. 
please contact us for further details, day or night 


“Our Family Serving Your Family In Your time Of Need” 


Talented 


performers 


needed 


Open Day at the 
Children’s Centre 


THE Leys Children’s Centre is holding an 
Open Day on Tuesday 9 December from 
9.30am-12 noon. 

Staff, volunteers and parents will be 
at the centre to show visitors round and 
let them know about all the exciting 
activities and courses that are on offer. 


THE organisers of a charity concert are on the look out for 
talented performers to take part in this year’s production. 
The Christmas Concert in aid of Oxfordshire Mind and the 
Macmillan Cancer Charity will take place on Saturday, 13 
December at St Michael's Church in Oxford. 

Organiser Nicky Clargo said: “I am looking for talented 
performers who can play acoustically in the church and 
who would be willing to give up their time to support 
these two very worth while causes.” 


# For information email 
oxfordshire.stars@gmail.com 


With Stuart Mabbutt 


AUTUMN seems to be upon 
us suddenly this year and it's 
easy to view any small garden 
differently. An impending 
sense of decay followed by 
regeneration is in the air. 
Much of what we do for 
wildlife at this time of year is 
about providing hibernation or 
shelter spaces to over-winter; 
it's a matter of life and death. 


An amount of tidying up 
is inevitable, but try to resist 
it and not do too much. Let 
perennials remain, so their 
hollow stems can shelter 
invertebrates - and even 


provide fixed points for spiders’ 


webs. Prune them down when 
we are moving into spring 
when all the creatures have 
emerged again. Many of what 
will inhabit those hollow stems 
are what we consider the 
predators or what we consider 
pests. So allowing them to re- 
emerge next year is beneficial 
to many gardeners. 


Blackbird Leys 


Parish Council 
Next Meeting Date: 


Tuesday 25 November, 7pm, 
in the Jack Argent Room, BBL Community Centre. 


Parish Councillors 


Anne Wells from the centre said: “We 
want to get lots of people in including 
those who don’t yet know about us 
- they do exist! We will be showing 
off about all the activities, courses 
we run here and all the opportunities 
and signposting we are able to offer 
families. So it will be a great chance to 
meet staff, volunteers, parents and have 
tea and cake. What more could you 
want!” 


It's great to see a group 
of neighbours gardening 
with wildlife in mind and 
thinking about hibernation 
zones at this time of year. This 
neighbourhood network of 
gardens is the name of the 
game. It's not just about what 
you do in your garden - it's 
about what we all do together. 
Many of us can't begin to hope 
to fit all the wildlife features 
into our own gardens - but 
between us all, we could 
achieve so much. 
Happy Gardening 


Gordon Roper (Chair), Ann Booker (Vice Chair), Chris Hatton, 
Daniel Jones, Jadine-Francis Kennedy, Brian Lester, Cyril 
Martin, Sheila Smith and Pat Stannard. 


For further details telephone 
(9am—5pm) 07754 271831 


Send mail to 


Parish Council, c/o Nicky Clargo, 
181 Wroslyn Road, Freeland, Witney, Oxon 0X29 8AL 


For further details of Parish Council news, meetings, 


minutes and other activities in Blackbird Leys please 


go to the community website: 


www.leysonline.net 
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Fabia 


wins Miss 
Pin-up UK 


BACK in September, 40 year old Fabia 
Cerra from Greater Leys was crowned 
Miss Pin-up UK at the London Tattoo 
Convention at Tobacco Dock. | caught 

up with Fabia aka Signorina Fabialosa to 
talk about her big win and how to get the 
beautiful pin-up style. 


Hello Fabia, congratulations on your 
award! How does it feel to be crowned 
Miss Pin-up UK? 

To be crowned Miss Pin-up UK 2014 is an 
overwhelming feeling of achievement. As 
a buxom woman, | wasn't sure if | would get 
through to the finals, as “Pin-up” tends to 
mean perfection. | am not the stereotypical 
Betty Paige stunner. I’ve once again proved 
you can be accepted as a plus size Pin-up. 


When did you start dressing in the pin- 
up style? 


FASHION ON 
THE LEYS 


BY NATALIE WALLACE 


Fabulous 


| started dressing the Pin-up style when 

| joined the burlesque community in 
London. All the performers have this look, 
think Goodwood revival and Teddy boys! 


Is the pin-up / retro style an everyday 
dress style for you? 

The pin-up style for me is when I'm in 
London with the burlesque community, 
fashion events, photo shoots, TV and 
magazine interviews. At home, I’m just 
Leone’s Mummy, relaxed in jeans, velour 
tracksuits and PJ's! 


There’s definitely nothing wrong with 
relaxing in our PJ’s! Why is the vintage 
look so special to you? 

The vintage look is so special to me, 
because | love Hollywood glamour, 

the movie star look. | admire the late 
Elizabeth Taylor. 


Can you give me some top tips for 
achieving the perfect vintage look? 
For hair, victory rolls are a must. Search 
for demos on YouTube! Makeup; the 
eyes have it with a black cat flick and 
red lipstick comes in so many different 
variations to suit all skin types. 


| will be checking out those YouTube 
demos! What else is on the agenda for 
Miss Pin-up UK 2014? 
The year ahead holds so many exciting 
times; I’m signing a 12 month contract 
to carry out my duties as Miss Pin-up UK 
2014. There is also a tour on the agenda! 
The sponsors have given me free 
dresses, shoes and so many more gifts to 
come. |'m thrilled to be judging Miss Pin- 
up UK 2015. 


THE vintage look, whether you love the old 


classic and the ultimate in sophistication. 


Here are my tips and tricks for the perfect 
pin-up look! 


Hair 

Victory rolls and 1920s finger waves can be 
videos for great DIY tutorials and invest in 
some kit that will help you on your way like 
these heated rollers by Toni and Guy (1). 
Lips 

For a vintage look it has to be red, red red! 


Make sure you choose the right shade to 
suit your skin tone and if you’ve never worn 


from bleeding around the edges and keep 
your pout looking perfected. Push Makeup 
does a gorgeous red lippie (2), it smells like 
chocolate too, divine! 


Brows 


subtly change your appearance. Fuller and 


hairs into place and fill in any unevenness. 


Face 


face powder (4) has been around since the 
you a flawless glow and remove any excess 
treasure! 

Clothing 


look great day or night. | love this flirty yet 
cute dress from Fashion World (5). 


Hollywood glamour makeup or experimenting 
with clothing from different eras, is timeless, 


tricky to get right. Get watching those YouTube 


bright lipstick before, experiment with berry 
or pinky shades or even a lip gloss to get used 
to the colour. A good lip liner will stop lipstick 


A strong eyebrow is very Elizabeth Taylor and 
it’s amazing how perfectly defined brows can 


thicker brows frame your face and give you an 


instantly youthful lift. Push Makeup’s ‘Brows be 
Wow’ eyebrow gel (3) will comb stray eyebrow 


Marilyn, Elizabeth, Audrey and Grace; Apart 
from being some of the most beautiful women 
to ever have walked the planet, they all have 
amazingly flawless skin. Corn Silk translucent 
1960s and is a makeup bag staple. It will give 


oil from the surface of the skin. A real vintage 


Finish off the look with a tea-dress which will 


BY SARAH EDWARDS 


THE clocks have gone back and the 
nights are drawing in, so now is the time 
to bring a little light into our lives to see 
us through the darker months ahead. 

Autumn is always a good time for taking 
stock of our homes, and with the garden 
almost sorted for the rest of the year and 
the weather probably about to turn, we will 
be spending a lot more time inside than out 
over the coming months. 

At this time of year | always find myself 
having a pre-Christmas throw out and then 
feel compelled to slap some paint on the 
walls and buy a few well chosen accessories 
to brighten things up. Cushions and throws 
in bright jewel tones can really lift a room 
and work really well with neutral furniture 
and walls. 

An autumnal make over does not have 
to break the bank. Instead of paying top 
dollar for new accessories, scour charity 
shops for bargains that can either be used 


DIFFERENT STROKES 
for DIFFERENT FOLKS 


Stella Gathenya continues her column 
contrasting the differences between 
living here in the UK with life in her 
native Africa. 


as they are or dyed or embellished with 
sequins, beads and ribbons to create a 
unique look at a fraction of the price. This 
works really well for curtains, throws and 
cushions. 

Another cheap and easy make over is 
to paint picture frames and then display 
a piece of fabric, wrapping paper or 
wallpaper in them. Frames can be picked 
up cheaply in charity shops, wallpaper 
samples are free at most DIY stores and use 
tester pots to paint the frame after sanding 
it down well. For a few pounds and a bit of 
time you have an original piece of art. 

If you have successfully upcycled a piece 
of furniture or have some good budget DIY 
tips then please get in touch and you could 
find your handiwork featured in the next 
issue of Leys News. 

If you do feel like splashing the cash, 
here are our picks of the best clocks and 
lights for all the rooms in your home this 
month: 


This month Stella urges us all to 
have fun and live life. 


THE rain poured outside, lightning struck 
and thunder roared. It had been a long 
time since the village had witnessed such 
heavy rain. There was a sense of urgency 
in the air. 

Amidst all the goings-on, one could 
hear muffled screams and cries as she 
tried to bring forth the new being into 
the world. The ladies who were helping 
her were tired and washed out but their 
faces told a different story, they had to 
be strong, at least for her. However, they 
need not have worried as it seemed like 


the angels were on their side, working 
extra hard that night. Within no time, 
it was finally over and it was worth the 
effort. It was a girl. 

She came out with the loudest cry 
that pierced through the sleepy village 
and clenched fists ready to take on the 
world. Her father was pacing up and 
down in his hut, fly whisk in one hand, 
his walking stick in the other. One of the 
ladies came out and broke the good 
news to him, ‘Aah, it is a girl’ he seemed 
to repeat to himself as he nodded. He 
emerged from his hut to gasp the fresh 
air outside, the rain by now had ceased, it 
was calmer and in the distance he could 


1. Colour pop tea light set, 
£19.95 dotcomgiftshop.com 


2. Natural rattan star light, 
£12 from Sainsbury’s 


3. Copper pendant light, 
£15 from Sainsbury’s 


4. Owl candle, £6 from Sainsbury’s 


5. Vintage style orange alarm clock, 
£8.95 from dotcomgiftshop.com 


6. Wilde mantel clock £15 from Wilko 


7. Sustain wooden frame clock, 
£8 from Wilko 


8. Folk tales accessories, 
from £8 from Sainsbury’s 


9. Acctim Jura red clock, 
£20 from Tesco Direct 


10. Copper twinbell alarm clock, 
£12 from Tesco Direct 


11. Bright Ideas desk lamp, 
£12 from www.justmustard.com 


see the river's water sparkling silver under 
the moonlight. It was dotted with fishing 
boats that plied nets from dawn to dusk. 
A reminder that life does go on way after 
the sun has set and darkness has engulfed 
the area. It must have been past midnight 
but he was not going to see her until the 
following day when he, with a few other 
village elders would get to name the 
baby. She would be given a name that 
represented the season she was born into, 
which, in this case would be the rainy 
season. 

And that is how my mum came into 
this world. 

Her father, my grandfather, rarely 
showed emotion but the birth of a 
child was a special occasion. There was 
something special about bringing ina 
new life, a new generation, a fresh start 
for a new being whose future laid in 
someone's hands and they determine 
how the first quarter of their life was 
going to unfold. The birth of a baby in 
our community was a total celebration 
of the gift of life, a sign that the lineage is 
being carried on. After my mother’s birth, 


Lignting up time 


ACCTIM 


for the next couple of weeks the visitors 
streamed in thick and fast, songs were 
sung. There was a sense of euphoria; they 
came bearing all sorts of food stuff that 
was enough to eat for the next few weeks. 
That is how a new baby was ushered into 
the world. 

| wonder which of my grandparents’ 
character traits | inherited. 

The bell rings, | watch as the classroom 
doors open and the children spill out, 
eager to go home. End of school day has 
always been an interesting time as you 
get to hear all sorts from children. What 
they did in class, who they played with 
and most definitely the annoying one, 
what they have lost. 

There is so much in those little minds 
of theirs. As we all make our way home, 
the kids chat away and their parents half 
listen while they think of what they will 
have for dinner that evening. This is an 
art that you acquire when you become 
a parent but do not forget that we need 
to embrace the time we spend with our 
children. 

Yes, sometimes we are so tired that all 


we want to do is put our feet up and have 
some peace and quiet. However, we need 
to remember that time goes so fast, and 
before you know it; you will look at your 
baby all grown up. 

No doubt time is the subtle thief of youth. 
I’m pleased to have those moments 

when | get so carried away with what 

my children are telling me that | forget 
where | am. | join into their childlike 
fantasies; | let them take me with them to 
explore their imagination. To me, that is 
what parenthood is all about. It is about 
stripping off your embarrassment, you 
know, life is too brief to always be uptight, 
to hold on to things that do not matter. 
Live life, why not start today, start now, do 
it in your own way. 

Over the years, | have realised that if 
you want to live a satisfactory life, with 
you and your kids, then you have to 
do some self evaluation to determine 
the things that are holding you back. It 
maybe that you are dwelling in the past. 
Pick yourself up, dust yourself off and 
you will be surprised by what you might 
achieve if you just believe in yourself. Or 
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it may be that you surround yourself with 
negative people, people who always talk 
you down, the ones who focus on what it 
is you are doing wrong. Get rid of them, 
distance yourself, you clearly do not need 
them. 

Most people do not realize that they 
have the power to control their lives 
and that they have the button to their 
own happiness. Look around you; you 
will discover that you have immense 
capability and opportunities, think about 
your family and things that make you 
happy. 

Go right ahead, unearth that soft 
underbelly of fierceness and unveil the 
mass of strength hiding underneath, 
see what good it does. I’m speaking 
to myself too when | say this. I’m still 
learning to do so because the problem is, 
lam my biggest critic. But | hope to get 
there, hopefully soon. One thing is for 
sure, | believe despite the generational 
difference, just as my grandparents before 
me, I, too, want the best for my children. 
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Every week at 
LeysChildren’s Centre 
| November and December 2014 


Mondays 


Stay and Play for Babies, 
dads, mums & carers 


1.00 pm — 3.00 pm 


Contact Mikko Enticknap 01865 773263 
The Listening Centre 


12.30 pm — 9.00 pm 


Phone 01865 794794 


Tuesdays 
PEEP for Babies 
9.30 am — 10.30 am 
Phone 01865 395145 


Thursdays 


Infant Feeding Talks 
For pregnant women 
Second Thursday every month 
10.00 am — 11.00 am 
To book an appointment with Camille 
Kalaja phone 01865 773263 


Ante-Natal Drop-in 
11.00 am — 12.00 pm 


Fridays 
Oxford Family Mediation Drop-in 
9.30 am — 11.30 am 


November 2014 


Stay and Play with lunch 
(small fee) 
11.00 am -1.30 pm 
Includes 

Lone Parent Advisor 

Last Tuesday of month 
9.30 am — 3.40 pm 

Dad’s Group 


Stay and Play with lunch 
(small fee) 
11.00 am — 2.00 pm 


saturdays 
Dad’s Group 
First Saturday every month 
10.30 am — 12.30 pm 
. Contact Carla 01865 773263 / 7776997937 
1.45 — 3.30 pn 
em it or Glen 01865 773263 / 07881311697 


Wednesdays For information on other PEEP groups in 
ESOL the area contact 01865 395145 | 
9.30 am — 11.30 am 
Midwife Clinic 
For pregnant and feeding mums. 
Post natal, baby checks, support 
and advice12.30 pm — 2.30 pm 
Drop —in or phone for an 
appointment 01865 221696 
Job Club 
Every other Wednesday 
1.00 pm — 3.00 pm 
The Breastfeeding Café 


Various courses are available during the week. 
For more information contact Anne Wells 
on 01865 779615o0r see over page 


Windale 
Stay and Play 
Monday 9.00 am — 11.00 am 
Thursday 1.00 pm — 3.00 pm 
Time for Toddlers 
9.30 am — 11.00 am 
Contact Catherine Westbury-Cook 
Contact Camille Kalaja The Dovecote 
New Baby Group PEEP 
For parents and children Monday and Wednesday 
birth to 12 months 9.30 am — 10.30 am 
1.00 pm — 2.30 pm Contact PEEP 
Contact Mikko Enticknap saat fa r 
cond Ch (Oren, 5 Centres Sure Start 


The Listening Centre | cell 
5.00 pm — 9.00 pm www.theleyschildrenscentre.org 


mail@leysnews.co.uk | phone: 01865 711756 


Arts and culture 


Shopping at the heart of your community 
Visit us at www.templarssquare.com, 
register for our newsletter or join us on Facebook 
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TEMPLARS SQUARE 


war templresquire.oom ‘ 


Swopping Centre. 
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Have a Crafty 
Christmas! 


i 


BY BETH SPEICH 


THAT time of year is fast 
approaching again — Christmas. A 
time of joy, of celebration, of love 
and laughter - but for many of us 
it is also a time filled with stress, 
anxiety and money worries. 

One sure-fire way of getting 
around the expense of the season 
is to get crafty. Even if you do not 
consider yourself to have a single 
crafty bone in your body, | am sure 
that there is something you can do 
yourself instead of buying it. 

Remember that handmade gifts 
does not equal cheap. By giving 
something handmade, you are 
giving your time; your thought; your 
love. Money cannot buy these things. 

To bring a little creativity to 
Christmas, | suggest you start small. 
Making your own cards for your 
nearest and dearest can be a great 
way to get those creative juices 
flowing. Search online for simple 
ideas. 

To make a cute wreath card, 
simply glue buttons and ribbon onto 
a piece of card. You can get the kids 
involved too - simply set a folded 
piece of card in front of them and let 
them get creative! 

A large chunk of our Christmas 
budgets are often eaten by gift- 
giving. You can aim to reduce this by 
making your own gifts. Again, even 
if you do not consider yourself to be 
very creative, you can surely make 
something small instead of buying it. 

Food hampers make great gifts 
for those who can be difficult to buy 
for — you can have a look online or in 
the library for some tasty recipes for 
treats such as fudge and chutneys 
that will keep for a few months. 

You can even make your own 
soap or hand/body scrubs, which are 
basically sugar, olive oil and essential 
oils. Put it into a cute jar and it can 
make a lovely, thoughtful gift. 

For the budding artists, wood 
crafters, jewellery makers, sewers and 


knitters out there, possibilities are 
endless. Think about making bags, 
costume jewellery, toys, cushions, 
plaques, ornaments, clothing 
whatever you would buy from the 
shop, you can make it for less, with 
the bonus of a personal touch in the 
style, design and colour choices you 
make. 

You can even save money at 
the wrapping stage, too. There are 
plenty of printable gift tags you can 
download from the Internet; either 
print in colour or get creative and 
decorate them yourself. And why 
not have a go at making your own 
personalised wrapping paper? Buy a 
roll of plain paper, and decorate it in 
any way you like. Doodle on it; sketch 
on it; paint on it. 

As Christmas approaches, you 
may also be planning to have 
your family over for dinner and 
entertainment. There are so many 
bits and bobs to buy that the cost 
of the celebrations can easily spiral 
out of hand. Think about making 
as many of these things as possible; 


necessities like napkins are very 
simple to make if you have access to 
a sewing machine, and they will last 
many Christmases to come. 

Also, have a go at making table 
decorations and centrepieces. Forage 
for holly and other foliage; try candle- 
making; or simply cluster together 
some spare baubles. 

You can even make your own 
crackers look out for cracker making 
kits, or you will find plenty of tutorials 
online; the most basic ones only 
require you to buy cracker snaps, 
which you can find in packs where 
they end up costing only about 10p 
each. 

Finally, let’s not forget the fun 
tradition of decorating the house. 
You can get creative in so many ways 
to add some festive cheer inside your 
home. Just take a look at some of the 
decorations for sale in shops — can 
you make your own version? From 
tree ornaments, to bunting and 
paper chains, to stockings and sacks; 
you can surely find something you or 
your family can make. 


CRAFT 
CORNER 


BY JANE YATES 


1. Christmas 
Decoration 


MAKING this bauble 
is a fun activity to do 


with your children, Materials forget to make a loop to 
there is no messy glue Polystyrene balls, pack hang on the tree. 
or paint, it’s satisfying of three, £2 Next take each sequin 


to do and takes up a lot 
of time. So perfect for 
these rainy colder days 
we are having. All the 
materials can be bought 
in Hobbycraft, but if you 
shop around you might 
get them cheaper in the 
pound shops. 


Packet of sequins, £1 
Packet of pins, £2 
Ribbon, 69p a metre 


and puta pin though 
the middle and attach to 
the ball. 

Everyone can be 
made to be as individual 
as you like. Perhaps for 
a baby’s first Christmas 
you can add the baby’s 
name and year. 


Method 

First attach the 
ribbon, tie around the 
polystyrene ball and 
attach with pins, don’t 


2. Make a cat bed from an old jumper 


Let your cat sit in style with this fab cat bed. 


Materials ’ i 
An old jumper ; 
Asmall cushion pad, £3 
A small bag of stuffing 
from Hobbycraft, £3 


Method 

First turn your jumper 
inside out and sew the 
neck line together. 

Then turn the jumper 
around and then sew by 
hand or with a sewing 
machine, straight across 
the jumper in one line _ 
from underneath a sleeve — 
to underneath the other 
sleeve. 

Next carefully stuff the 
sleeves with the stuffing 
and sew the ends of the 
sleeves together. 

Next put in the cushion 
pad and adjust until you 
are happy with the shape. 
Pin the pad in and sew 
along the bottom to keep 
in place. 

Then position the base 
into the arms and hand 
sew the base to the arms. 

This bed looks 
surprisingly good when 
it’s made, and | challenge 
anyone to have guessed it 
came from an old jumper. 


THE Pitt Rivers Museum is one of 
Oxford's most popular attractions, 
famous for its period atmosphere and 
outstanding collections from many 
cultures around the world, past and 
present. 


First World War tours 

On this free 20-minute tour you'll 
discover the stories behind fascinating 
and poignant objects from currency 
to engraved artillery shell cases, from 
musical instruments to armour. 


Wednesdays 3.15pm, until Armistice Day 


(November) 2014 


Crafternoon 
Come along with your children for a 


series of free afternoons of crafts inspired 


by the Museum's collections! Led by 
crafter Sarah Cullen, you'll work ona 
panel that will become part of a larger 
Pitt Rivers Crafternoon quilt over the 


What’s on at Pitt Rivers Museum 


UNDERS5 EVENT: Rockin’ Reindeer 
Make some festive reindeer ears and 
go reindeer spotting in the museum. 


course of five afternoons. 

October to December 2014, Tuesdays 
1.30-4.30pm 

Free but booking essential 


AfterHours: Folklore and Storytelling 
Explore the fascinating world of our 
Folklore collections: join a Story Museum 
workshop and create your own personal 
yarn; follow a specifically created object 
trail, journeying through the galleries; 
view footage from the intriguing 
archives of Doc Rowe; and seek out Poet 
Obby Robinson as he reads live from his 
own folkloric creations. 

Thursday 4 December, 6.30-9.30pm 


Saturday Spotlights 
A programme of general interest gallery 
talks at 2.30pm on the third Saturday of 


the month, focusing on the displays and 
their relevance today. These free events 
are suitable for adults and older children. 


Sunday Mornings 


Still a good time of the week for a relaxed 
visit — space to draw, a chance to study or 


simply to stand and stare. 

At 10.45am watch a 45 minute 
audio-visual presentation featuring Sir 
David Attenborough, introducing many 


familiar and some easily missed treasures 


of the collections. 
Every Sunday, 10-11.30am 


FAMILY FRIENDLY ACTIVITIES 


FREE drop-in activities 
for children of all ages. 
PLEASE NOTE: An adult MUST 


accompany children at all activities. 
Activity backpacks, sorting boxes, 


Especially for under 5s. 
Thursday 11 December, 


10.30am-12.30pm, 2-4pm 


TRAIL: 12 Days of Christmas 

On the first day of Christmas the 
Museums gave to me... a very exciting 
festive trail! 

Saturday 20 December 2014 - Sunday 4 
January 2015 during opening hours 


trails, colouring sheets and craft 
activities. 
Every Sunday, 2-4pm 


UNDER 5 EVENT: My Little Drum 

Play lots of noisy drums from around 
the world, and make one to take home! 
Especially for under 5s. 

Thursday 13 November, 


m Admission, exhibiti 
10.30am-12.30pm, 2-4pm mission, exhibitions 


and events FREE. 

Access via the Oxford University 
Museum of Natural History, Parks 
Road, Oxford OX1 3PW 


PITT STOP: Have yourself 

a shiny little Christmas 

Get into the festive mood by making 
shiny Christmas Coins, and discover how 
beautiful things are made from metal. 
Saturday 6 December, 1-4pm 


Open: Mondays 12-4.30pm, 
Tuesdays to Sundays and Bank 
Holiday Mondays 10am-4.30pm 


Wednesday 26 November 4-7.309m 
Think you know about 


Think again! Things are changing 


Come along to our to find out how 


Career pathways at Blackbird Leys include: 


¥ 


Brickwork trades 


¥ 


Electrical 


¥ 


Painting and decorating 


¥ 


Plumbing 


¥ 


Site carpentry / joinery 


¥ 


Engineering (from September 2015) 


Register now at 
www.cityofoxford.ac.uk/events 


CITY OF eae 
A OXFORD ACTIVATE 
COLLEGE LEARNING 
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OXFORD 


BROOKES 


UNIVERSITY 
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Embroidery thread or cotton thread 
Scissors 

Heart template 

Buttons to decorate 


Happy 
Scrappy 


Hearts 


What to do 

Make a heart template by folding a 
small peice of paper or card in 

half draw half a heart along side the 
fold line, cut out unfold your 

heart and their you go. 


BY BECKY LEE To make the hearts fold your 

scrap of fabric right sides together 
WHAT to do with all those fabric draw around your heart on the 
scraps? Lavender hearts to hang fabric 


around your home. These hearts are Cut out the heart shape and 

easy to make and can be made while place wrong sides together 

watching TV. Sew around your great using a 
running stitch, leaving a opening to 

What you need stuff with your stuffing and lavender, 

Fabric scraps sew all the way around 

Small amount of stuffing Sew a decorative button on and 

Dried lavender (optional) sew along loop to hang your heart 

Needle up. 


Short Courses at 
RuskinCollege 
Oxford 


RADICAL 
THaNKERS 


Creative 
Writing 


Maths 
and 
English 


And many 
more!!! 


Social 
Psychology 


Drugs and 
Alcohol 
Awareness 


No qualifications needed! 
For more information visit our 
website or contact: 

T: 01865 759625 
E:shortcourses@ruskin.ac.uk 


= Follow Ruskin College, Oxford 


Ol, gees 
- rp aia | ee 
te fis 

(aloes: : 


www.ruskin.ac.uk 


‘You 


Littlemore News 


NEEDS YOU! 


Are you a budding 
reporter or 
photographer with 
a couple of hours a 
week to spare? 


Littlemore News 
will be re launched 
in early 2015 and 
we are on the hunt 
for some fresh 
faces to take 

your community 
newspaper 
forward to the 
next level. 


All volunteers 
receive FREE 
training and 
unlimited help and 
support from the 
team at Community 
Media Group based 
in Greater Leys. 


@ For an informal chat and to find out more 
please email editor@leysnews.co.uk 


To find out more and to register for the workshops please email 
editor@leysnews.co.uk 
We look forward to seeing you! 
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CLASSIFIEDS 


Reach new customers in your local area with a Leys News Classified ad. 
Advertise your business from as little as £10 per issue (when booking for 
12 months). To book your space ring John on 01865 711756 


ELECTRICIANS 


Calvin Pennant 
71 Long Lane, Oxford 0X4 31N. 
07960 328170 


Hawtin Electrical 

307811 401279 
jameshawtin@hawtin-electrical.co.uk 
www.hawtin-electrical.co.uk 


COMPUTERS 


Friendly Computer Support 
® 01865 469069 

& 07884 318 464 
efaria@gmx.co.uk 


CLEANING 


Molly Maid 
Oxford. 
01865 327361 


CARERS 


Acquire Care 
Oxford Science Park, 0X4 4GP. 
@ 01865 338050 


CHILDMINDING 


Arar Childminding 
%@ 07417 439520 
ararchildminding@gmail.com 


FAST/TAKEAWAY FOOD 


Chillies Indian Cuisine 
Dunnock Way, OX4 7EX. 

@ 01865 775849 

Dominos Pizza 

57 Between Towns Road, 0X4 3LR. 
01865 777137 


Papa John’s Pizza 
80 Rose Hill, Oxford, 0X4 4HS. 
01865 402050 


Pizza Hut 

3 Courtlands Rd, Rose Hill, 
OX4 4HS. 

01865 236116 


Pizza Polo 

34 Cowley Rd, Littlemore, 
Ox4 4LD. 

01865 425630 


FLORISTS 


Joe Austin 
174 Cowley Road, 0X4 6NQ. 
01865 792037 


Reach new customers 
in your local area with 
a Leys News Classified 
ad. Advertise your 
business from as 


little as £10 per issue 
(when booking for 12 
months). To book your 
space ring John on 
01865 711756 


The Garden 
99-100 The Market, 0X1 3YD. 
%@ 01865 240709 


Acorn Nursery 
Stadhampton, Oxford. 
01865 891663 


Oxford Garden Centres 
South Hinksey, 0X1 5AR. 
01865 326066 


Pathway Workshop 
Dunnock Way, 0X4 7EF. 
01865 714111 


Wyevale Garden Centre 
Suthern-By-Pass, Oxford. 
01865 326066 


FOR SALE 


LITTLE STEPS CLOTHING 
Children / babies fashion 
clothing at low prices. 
Littlestepsclothing.co.uk 


Start your own business 
with Neals Yard Remedies. 
@ Katie 395960 
kches2001@yahoo.com 


HAIRDRESSERS 


Hair & Body Shop 
Ozone Park, Grenoble Rd, 0X4 4XP. 
01865 775817 


Beyond Hair & Beauty 
94 Blackbird Leys Rd, OX4 6HS. 
01865 778709 


Spirit Hair Design 
01865 777515 
spirithairdesign@gmail.com 


PERSIA HAIR DESIGN 
Professional, experienced in threading 
eyebrow/full face. Beauty treatments, 
holistic therapy and hairdressing 

20 Florence Park Rd, Cowley, Oxford OX4 
3PH 

‘@® 01865 777059 
www.persiahairdesign.co.uk 


Phyllida Chappell 

Holistic Therapist. 

1 Forget-me-not Way, 0X4 7ZD. 
01865 749220 
phyllidachappell@yahoo.com 
www.holistictherapistoxford.co.uk 


Bathe in Beauty 

The Ozone Health and Fitness Club, 
Kassam Stadium. 

%@ 01865 335300 

www. batheinbeauty.co.uk 


Lisa's Beauty and Tanning 
® 07887296583 
www.facebook.com/ 
LisasbeautyandTanning 


PLUMBERS 


Roy Barrett 
154 Herschel Cres, OX4 3TY. 
9% 01865 242641 


Safe Heating & Plumbing 
37 Druce Way, 0X4 67). 
01865 772303 


Hanson's Plumbing & Heating 
22 Hawthorn Close, OX2 9DY. 
01865 244172 


PROPERTY 


We can E10, more! 


3.6 4 bedmoem houses URGLNTLY 


needed! We will rent o bury! 


Problem selling or renting your 


residential or rental property? 
Difficulty selling or renting? 


Want a fast sale at near market 
& price? Solutions for properties with 
little or no equity, refurbishment 


work taken on. Whatever your 
circumstances there may bea 
solution for you. 

@ Call Marilyn on 01865 308067 

or 07990 630 332 

E: marilyn@soloassist.co.ok 


TAXIS 


ABC 
70A Hollow Way, 0X4 2NH. 
%% 01865 597029 


Air Link Oxford 
24 Vicarage Close, 0X4 2NH. 
9 01865 434040 


Oxford Cars 
Regus, 7200 The Quorum, 0X4 212. 
% 01865 406070 


WINDOW CLEANERS 


MRF 
37 Green Hill, 0X4 7UD. 
9 01865 777889 


Taylors Windows 
Greater Leys. 
01865 773486 


OTHER 


WRITING, EDITING 

AND PROOFING 

Experienced freelance writer and 
editor offers professional, confidential 
and reliable service for writing, 
editing, and proof-reading.CVs, formal 
letters, thesis, manuscripts, brochures, 
invitations, etc. 

Can produce work overnight. Highly 
competitive prices. 

Contact Leys News office. 


@ 01865 711756. 


Email us at 
editor@leysnews.co.uk 
or call 01865 711756 


WANT TO 
ADVERTISE 
IN LEYS NEWS? 


What's on in the Leys 


A QUICK GUIDE TO WHAT'S AVAILABLE LOCALLY. 


If you have a service or event you'd like to include, please ring 01865 711756 


ADVICE 


H@ Agnes Smith Advice Centre 

96 Blackbird Leys Road. Gives free 
independent and impartial debt advice 
and counselling. 

Drop-in sessions: Mondays, 2—4pm 
and Fridays, 10am—12pm. 

Also in the Farmhouse, 

Tues and Thurs, 10am—12pm. 

@® 01865 770206 


Young People's Jobshop 
Every Wednesday, 1.30—3pm at the 
Early Intervention Blackbird Leys 
Young People Centre. 

Ages 16-19. 

Speak to an advisor for FREE one-to- 
one advice. 

Blackbird Leys Young people's 
Early Intevention Service Satellite, 
Blackbird Leys Road, 

OX4 6HW 


Leys Job club 

Free one to one support for 
unemployed job seekers (you don’t 
need to be receiving benefits). 
Help offered with CV, application 
forms, advice about courses, 
apprenticeships and volunteering. 
Also free workshops in Food Safety, 
first aid, IT, English, Maths and ESOL. 
@ Judith, 07769 235 395 
Leysjobclub@gmail.com 


CHILDREN 


@ New Baby Group 

Inc. Breastfeeding Café 
Wednesdays, 1pm—2.30pm at Leys 
Children’s Centre, Cuddesdon Corner. 
@ Contact Mikko Enticknap for 
Baby Group and Camille Kalaja for 
Breastfeeding Café 

01865 773263 


@ Blackbird Leys Youth Centre 
Blackbird Leys Road. Variety of activities 
and advice for young people. 

@ 01865 772886. 

@ Maluchy group 

For Polish speaking families with 
children ages 0-5 years. Saturday, 
10.00am—11.30am, at Pegasus School. 
@® Agata, 07874 187 704 
Brownies 

Holy Family Church Hall. 

%& Jennifer Pleass, 07886 757338 
bblbrownies@gmail.com 


@ 35th Oxford Scout Group 
@ Duncan Bowler, 

0776 6293353 
duncan@35thoxford.com 


@ Little Doves Stay & Play 
Thursdays (term time), 9am—12pm, at 
Dovecote Family Drop-in Room. 


# Oxfordshire (The Rifles) 
Battalion Army Cadet Force 
Thursdays, 7.30—9.30pm at Sandy Lane 
West. Boys and girls ages 13 to 18. 

@ 01869 259681 


BLAP Afterschool Club 
Outdoor and indoor activities for yrs 
8-13 in a structured environment. 
3.00—5.30pm. 

£1 per session (five sessions £4) 

@® 07530933690 

and 01865 236646 
blap76@yahoo.co.uk 


Dovecote 

Afterschool Club 

Runs Tuesday to Thursday, 3.30— 
5.15pm, £1.30 per session. 
‘01865 712299 

and 07974 234661 

@ Mother and Toddler Bounce 
Trampoline Sessions suitable for 
mothers and toddlers held on 
Thursdays, 10.30—11.30am. Blackbird 
Leys Leisure Centre. 

@ Fiona, 07891 419793 


@ Strawbery Fayre Majorettes 
Training every Wednesday at the Barn 
in Nightingale Avenue, Greater Leys, 
7.00—9.15pm. 

& Eleen Filer, 01865 717781 


@ Tiny Tots Majorettes 

(For ages 4—7yrs) At the Barn in 
Nightingale Avenue, Wednesdays, from 
6—6.45pm. £3. 

New members welcome. 

%& Eleen Filer, 01865 717781 


@ Teenage Rounders Class 
Tuesdays, 4—5pm 

£1.20. For 14-18 year olds Blackbird 
Leys Leisure Centre 


Rainbows 

For girls aged 5-7 years. 

Fridays during term time, 
5.30—6.30pm, at the Holy Family 
Church Hall on Cuddesdon Way. 
@ Alexandra, 07804 500313 


Air Cadets 

Mon and Wed, 7.30—9.30pm, 

Sandy Lane West. 

Boys and girls aged 12% to 20 years. 
@ 01865 777055 
0c.2210@aircadets.org 


EDUCATION 


Blackbird Leys Library 
Cuddesdon Way. 

Books, DVDs, audio books, use of 
computers for adults and children, 
photocopying etc. 


Opening times: 

Mon, Wed, Thur: 9am—12pm and 
1.30—5pm 

Tue: 9am—12pm 

Sat: 9.30am—12.30pm 

Friday Closed. 


‘@ 01865 770403 


@ Able Centre 

Cuddesdon Way. Free courses in Maths 
and English. 

‘@ Nicky, 01865 728688 


@ Blitz IT Courses 

IT for beginners, internet, email, file 
management, PC maintenance and 
more. 

@ 01865 714492 


LEISURE 


@ Irish dancing 
Sacred Heart Hall. Weds and Thurs, 5pm. 


@ Boxing Club 

Tues and Thurs 7.30—9.00pm, 

at Youth Centre, Blackbird Leys Rd. 
@ Tony Gibson, 01865 432995 


@ The Oxford Community Choir 
All welcome. 

@ Hannah, 07512 364367 
hannahsings@gmail.com 


Oxford & District 

Indoor Bowls Club 

Sandy Lane West 

Club is looking for new members and 
invites men, women, boys and girls 
of all ages and abilities to come along 
and try out indoor bowls. 

Call Paul Thompson 

or Jean Richards on 01865 775891 

or email oxbowls1@yahoo.co.uk 


@ Blackbird Leys Bowls Club 
Cuddesdon Way. The Club is looking 
for new members. Open night every 
Thursday from 6pm. 

‘@ David Buckwell, 01865 881735 
or Gordon Roper, 01865 361047 


Ef Girls Football (15+) 
Mondays, 6.30pm. FREE. 
@® Marc Fleckney, 07920 463623 
Mafleckney@gmail.com 


BBL Leisure Centre 
Zumba: Mondays, 10.30—-11.30am 
Body Balance: Tuesdays, 11—12pm 


Legs, Bums, Tums: Wednesdays, 
10.15-11.15am 


Body Pump: Thursdays, 9.30—10.30am 
Pilates: Thursdays, 10.30—11.30am 
Boxercise: Fridays, 10.30—11.30am 


Overs 50s indoor cycling: Mondays, 
11.30-12.15pm 


‘@® 01865 467020 


Blackbird Leys 
Swimming Pool 

Blackbird Leys Road. 

General swimming times are: 
Mon and Fri, 5.45—6.45pm; 

Sat and Sun, 11.15am—1pm, 

and 1.30—2.30pm 

Prime Time for over 50s: 

Mon, 12—1pm; 

Wed, 11.30—12.30pm 

Water Workout: Tue and Fri, 12—1pm 
Slimming World: Thurs, 12—1pm 


‘@® 01865 467040 


OLDER PEOPLE 


@ Prime Time Over 50s group 
Wednesdays, 10.30am-3.30pm, at 
Blackbird Leys Leisure Centre, Pegasus 
Road (£2). Keep fit, bingo, indoor bowls, 
speakers, activities and trips. 

@ 07534 740589 


Hi Golden Circle 
@ Mrs 5S Williams, 01865 770626 
and 07748 999522 


i Silver Circle 
@ 435954 
(Blackbird Leys Community Centre) 


@ Monday & Friday Lunch Club 
Frys Court, 2 Nightingale Avenue, 
OX4 7W). 

@ Anne Appleton, 422231 


@ Leys Community Church 
Over 60s Club 

Wednesday afternoons. 

@ Keith Templar, 715815 


BINGO! 

Over 60s Bingo Club 
Wednesdays 1-3pm 

Blackbird Leys Bowls Club 

@ David Stonehill 01865 777074 
or Anne Ranger 01865 430504 


The Clockhouse 


see box on 
opposite page 


mail@leysnews.co.uk | phone: 01865 711756 


@ Oxfordshire Mind 

Short courses, groups and other support 
are available for anyone with a mental 
health problem. To find out more drop 
in to the Cowley Wellbeing Centre in St 
James’ Hall, 26 Between Towns Road. 
‘@® 01865 247788 


WELLBEING 


@ Skiptrix Fitness Class 

Get fit, tone and lose weight. 
Thursdays, 6.30—7.15pm at the Ark T 
Centre, Cowley. 

Satudays, 10—10.45am at the Barn, 
BBLeys. £4 per class. 


@B Trish, 07957754355 mE ONG 

trishwisdom@yahoo.co.uk Class every Thursday morning 9.45— 
a 10.45am. Ark T Centre, Crowell Road, 

m Yoga For All Cowley. £5 and £6. First class half price. 


Experienced Yoga teacher. 

@ Linda Highland, 01865 432570 

= ZUMBA Fitness Party 

Tues, 6.30—7.30pm at The Oxford 
Academy School, Sandy Lane West. 

@ 07714 248177 zumbasarahoxford@ 
gmail.com www.zumbasarahoxford.com 


@® 07974185554 


@ Rosewood Club 

for people with dementia 

Open weekdays, 9.30am—3pm. Providing 
a stimulating, enjoyable and social day 
while your family carer gets a well-earned 
break. £12 per day all inclusive, plus a 
transport charge if used. 

@ Graham Hooper, 01865 749349 
www.daybreak-oxford.org.uk 


@ The Listening Centre 

Counselling service based at Cuddesdon 
Corner Family Centre. 

@ 01865 794794 


The Clockhouse Community Centre 


@ Survivors 

Fridays and Saturdays, Blackbird Leys 
Community Centre, 9.30am—3pm. 
Aself-help group of people who use 
or have used Mental Health Services, 
working together to get support or to 


share experiences. Lunch available for £1. 


@ 07729 581975 


NOTICES 


Socialist Party 
Meeting 


Last Tuesday of every month at Leys 
Links Centre, Blackbird Leys Road. 
Starts 7.30pm 
@ 0208 9888777 


The Leys WI 
Meets the first Wednesday of 
each month, 7.30—9.30pm, 
at The Clockhouse. 

@ Sue, 07786158229 
E: theleyswi@yahoo.co.uk 


Leys 
Community 
Market 


Freshly grown and home 
produced goods. . . from local 
veg, chutneys, cheeses and 
bread, to jewellery, perfumes, 
hand crafted gifts and more. 
Enjoy a tasty lunch/ 
brunch in the café. 


Running every Saturday, 
Tlam-2pm, at the Barn, 
Nightingale Avenue, 
starting from 
Sat 15 November. 


leyscommunitymarket@yahoo.com 


Our sessions are either low-cost or free, and all Leys over 50s are very welcome! 


WELCOME EVENTS 

FOR LOCAL OVER-50s. 

New to the Leys CDI Clockhouse Project? 
Meet others at these FREE, friendly 
socials. Our community project is for 
everyone aged 50 and over, living 
anywhere on the Leys. We run lots of 
great, low-cost activities. 

® 01865 395908 for date and details 
of our next Welcome Social. 


org.uk for more details or to book an 
initial visit. 


OVER-50s ADVICE 

FREE monthly, confidential, advice at 
the Clockhouse (benefits, debt, housing, 
consumer issues), with an adviser from 
Agnes Smith Advice Centre. Next one: 
Monday 24 November. Appointments: 
10 am— 12 noon, drop-in: 12—12.30 pm. 
@ Appointments, 01865 395908. 

LEYS CDI AGM 

Wednesday 26 November 6-8 pm, in the 
Glow Hall, Blackbird Leys Community 
Centre. All welcome. Come and find 
out more about our over-50s and youth 
projects. Help us celebrate the year 
with singing, creative writing, videos, 
refreshments, and good company! 

FREE. 


GAMES CLUB FOR OVER 50s 

Play dominoes, scrabble, or lots of other 
games. NO experience needed. Every 
Monday, 1.30 to 3.30 pm. £1. Includes 
drink/biscuits. 


“DANCE AROUND THE LEYS” 

FOR OVER 50s 

Move around the floor, dance seated, 

or just watch and enjoy! NO partner or 
experience needed. Wonderful exercise, 
great fun! 

@ 395908 for next dance dates. 


OXFORDSHIRE UNLIMITED (OU) 
COFFEE MORNING 

Last Thursday of each month. Next 
one: 27 November, 12 noon— 2 pm. OU 
supports and empowers people with 
disabilities. FREE. All welcome. OXFORD CITY COUNCIL - 
COUNCILLORS’ SURGERY 

Meet your local city councillors and 
discuss any concerns. No appointment 
needed. First Monday of the month 
(except Bank Holidays) at the 
Clockhouse, 6.30 —7.30 pm. 

Next one: 3 November. 


ROSEWOOD CLUB 

Fun, sociable and stimulating days for 
people with dementia, and a break 

for their carers. £12 a day includes a 
hot two- course meal, and beverages. 
Transport (if required) is an extra £5 per 
day. Open each weekday. 

® 749349 

or email: rosewood@daybreak-oxford. 


YOGA FOR OVER 50s 
Seated/standing exercise, and 


relaxation. Beginners welcome. Every 
Tuesday, 10-11 am. £2. Start any week. 
Drink/biscuits included. 


SINGING FOR FUN for OVER 50s. 
EveryTuesday 1.30— 3.30 pm. 

THIS GROUP IS CURRENTLY FULL 

@® 01865 395908 to go on the waiting 
list. 


CRAFTS GROUP FOR OVER 50s 

Bring your own knitting, crochet, 
papercraft, or sewing and have a natter. 
Drink/biscuits included. £1. Every 
Wednesday, 11 am— 12.30 pm. 


CREATIVE WRITING for OVER 50s 

NO experience needed. Beginners 
welcome! Four Wednesday afternoons, 
starting 12 November until 3 December. 
1.30-3 pm. Come to any or all. £2 
including drink and biscuits. 


TAI CHI FOR OVER 50s 
Seated/standing exercise to help you 
get more supple, and boost energy. 
Every Thursday morning, 10-11 am. 
Drink/biscuits included. £2. 


GARDENING CLUB 

Monthly meeting of SLIGO (Senior Leys 
Independent Gardening Organisation). 
Adults of ALL ages welcome. You don't 
have to be an active gardener. 

Next meeting: Thursday 6 November, 
2-4 pm. Talk on Old Pubs of Oxford — 
Helen Fountain, Museum of Oxford. 


@® 01865 395908. 


DRAWING and SKETCHING FOR 
OVER-50s. 

Beginners welcome. Thursday 13 
November 2—4 pm at POTTERS COURT, 
Robin Place, Greater Leys, Oxford OX4 
7FF. £1 includes art materials. 

® 01865 395908. 


COMPUTER COURSES FOR OVER-50s. 
Learn at your own pace with the 
Clockhouse IT Project Group. Complete 
beginners welcome. £1 a session. 

You need to book. 

@ 0795 1149724 (Jimmy), or 07962 
887379 (Gerry). 


EVENING SOCIALS 

Join Clockhouse Activity Nights Group! 
ADULTS OF ALL AGES WELCOME. £2 
includes drink/biscuits. Next meeting: 
BINGO on Wednesday 19 November 
7-9 pm. 

@W 01865 395908. 


COMMUNITY GARDENING 

FOR VOLUNTEERS 

Adult volunteers of all ages needed, 

to help keep the Clockhouse garden 
looking beautiful in every season. Enjoy 
fresh air and good company, while 
doing something really positive for your 
local community. 

® 01865 395908. 


Long Ground, Greater Leys, OX4 7FX (look forthe clocks onthe roof) @* 01865 395908 E: clockhousecdi@btconnect.com 


LOCAL CHURCHES 


@ Redeem Christian Balfour Road, Blackbird Leys. 


Church of God Sunday Masses: 9.30am, with music 
Meets at the Leisure Centre, and children’s liturgy; and at 6pm. 
Pegasus Road. @® 01865 776903 


Sunday Service: 3—6pm 


Bible study on Fridays: 7—8pm, 
except last Friday of month. 


@® 07825 679044 and 01865 766056 


@ Christian Harvest Ministries 
Meets at the Jack Argent Room at BBL 
Community Centre, Sundays, 3—5.30pm. 


www.RCCGLighthouse.co.uk @ Rev Alice Kinyanjui, 01865 701129 
@ Leys Community Church @ Seventh Day 
Adventist Church 


Meets on Sunday, 11am at the Oxford 
Academy, Beecroft Room 

(includes special activities 

for children and young people). 

@ Chipper and Anna Betts, 

07985 982804 


& Chrisco Ministries 

Meets at Jack Agent Room at the BBL 
Community Centre, Sundays, 1lam—2pm 
@ 07533 845714 and 07737 564677 


Sacred Heart 
Catholic Church 


1A Chester St, off Iffley Road. 
Saturday first service: 9.45—11am. 
Second service: 11.15am—12.30pm. 
www.freebible.org.uk 


H Mount Zion Ministries Oxford 
Glow Hall, Blackbird Leys 
Community Centre. 

Sunday Service: 11lam—1.30pm. 

All night prayers: Fridays, 7—9pm. 
Bible Study: Sundays, 1lam—12pm. 
‘@ Rev Chris Ugwu, 07877 536406, 
07932 964056 and 07877 054600 


@ Church of the Holy Family 
Eucharist: Each Sunday, 10am, 
with children’s activities. 


Timeout: Reflective worship. 
Most Sundays, 6.30pm. 


Church Office Hour: Mondays 


(except bank holidays) at 
6.30— 7.30pm. For enquiries, 
hall bookings, wedding 
arrangements. 


Photo: Jo Stannard 


@ Revd Heather Carter, 01865 778728 and Rev Adam Stevenson, 01865 714163 


www.holyfamilybbl.co.uk 


Email: mtzionoxford@yahoo.co.uk 
www.mtzionox.org 


@ Kingsway International 
Christian Centre (Oxford branch) 


Sunday service: 1lam—1pm, 
children’s church runs concurrently. 


Friday Prayer Meeting: 6—7pm. 
The Barn, Nightingale Avenue, 


Greater Leys, Oxford OX4 7BU. 
@ 07951262426 
admin@kiccoxford.org.uk 
www.kiccoxford.org.uk 
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Wicksteed Park 
Tuesday November 18 


Fantastic live show set on a cruise liner 

in venue, includes local coach pick up, 

lunch and dessert with tea and coffee, 
afternoon tea with cakes and drinks. 
Raffle and bingo en-route on coach. 


Price: £33 inclusive. 
Coach leaves Blackbird Leys Social Club 
Blackbird Leys Road at 10am. 


Contact Julie Weller 07754 217128 
(Events Organisor for The Gladiators 
Senior Citizens Sweet Memories Club) 


YOUR LOCAL 
REPRESENTATIVES 


@ PARISH COUNCIL 


Chairman: Gordon Roper. Vice Chair: Mrs Ann Booker. 

Non-position holders: Chris Hatton, Daniel Jones, Jadine-Francis Kennedy, 
Brian Lester, Cyril Martin, Mrs Sheila Smith, Pat Stannard. 

For further details telephone 07754 271831 (9am—5pm, Monday to Friday). 
Send mail to Parish Council, c/o Nicky Clargo, 181 Wroslyn Road, Freeland, 
Witney, Oxon 0X29 8AL. 


Also check leysonline.net to find out about Parish Council Meetings. 


@ OXFORD CITY COUNCIL 
Blackbird Leys Ward 


@ Rae Humberstone —Labour. 75 Little Bury, Blackbird Leys. 
@® 01865 779678 E: clrhumberstone@oxford.gov.uks 


Val Smith and Rae Humberstone will be doing street surgeries every other 
week. They can also visit people in their homes—ring or email to make 
arrangements. 


Northfield Brook Ward 

@ Steve Curran —Labour. 88 Fairacres Road, Oxford 0X4 1TG. 
@® 07941 785538 E: StephenCurran55@yahoo.co.uk 

H Scott Seamons —Labour. Flat 14, 113 Oxford Road, 0X4 2GY. 
@® 07910595047 E: cllrsseamons@oxford.gov.uk 


Steve Curren and Scott Seamons have a surgery at 6.30pm on the first 
Monday of the month at the Clockhouse. 


m@ MEMBER OF PARLIAMENT 

@ Andrew Smith —Labour. Unit A, Bishops Mews, Transport Way, Oxford. 
@® 01865 595790 E: andrewsmith.mp@virgin.net 

Surgery: Every third Friday at the Blackbird Leys Leisure Centre from 3pm. 


S & R CHILDS 


FUNERAL SERVICES 
Managed by the third generation of Childs family, 


12 Cederd Rowd 
Cowley 
Oxford 

ON4 2EA 
Tek 00865 714007 


Phanmacy House 
4 London Road 
Headington 
Onford O33 FAA 
Tel: 01865 42°32 


Hi The Parache 1 Courtland Road 
Onford Road Rosehill 

Kidlington OXS IEE Oxford ONG 4HZ 

bik 01865 TTRRSA ‘Deb 0166S 7Ti7no 


www .serchilds.couk infoterchilds.couwk 
We sercialioe in nepabriation to and free the LK 


‘ Elo Parade 
Batley 
Oaford (X72 FL 
Tel: 01865 745464 
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Oxford back to winning ways 


BY JOE PARKER 


ON SATURDAY 18 October there 
was a basement battle at the 
Kassam Stadium when second 
from last Oxford United took on 
last place Tranmere Rovers. 

It may seem a bit stupid this early 
in the season but this was a real six 
pointer. Michael Appleton changed 
his team as expected for this game 
after the woeful performance from 
his players just a week before away 
at Cambridge where they were 
outplayed and out fought in that 5-1 
loss. 

The Oxford manager played 
an old fashioned 4-4-2 with Ryan 
Clarke in goal behind a back four 
made up of debutant Tareiq Holmes 
Dennis, Jake Wright, Johnny Mullins 
and Joe Riley. The midfield four was 
Michael Collins and Andy Whing 
making his long awaited return from 
injury in the middle with promising 
wide man Callum O-Dowda on the 
left and Danny Rose on the right. 
The front two were the club’s top 
scorer Danny Hylton accompanied 
by Tyrone Barnet on his return from 
suspension. 

The first chance fell Tranmere’s 
way on the fourth minute when Max 
Power saw Ryan Clarke off his line 
but luckily for Oxford the chip was 
not quite good enough and Ryan 
Clarke gratefully pulled the ball in 
to his chest as a sigh of relief rang 
around the Kassam. 

On the ninth minute the first real 
tackle of the match happened when 
Tranmere’s Kayode Odejayi went 
up for a header with Jake Wright 
and ended up elbowing the Oxford 
centre back. Luckily for him he was 
not punished by ref Kevin Johnson 
when he could have easily been 
booked or sent off. 

This little incident started a rivalry 
for the rest of the match. Just one 
minute later there was an incident 
on the ball by Odejayi and Wright. 
Odejayi seemed to kick out a Wright 
but again the ref didn’t see it and he 
went unpunished which did not go 
down well with the home fans. The 
match livened up after 15 minutes 
with both teams playing attractive 
football. On the 25th minute Andy 


SO, THE SCENE was set, the 
track laid, balloons blown 
up, crash mats and chairs 
put out and cakes baked! 
What could possibly be 
happening? 

Yes that’s right, Sunday 28 
August saw the Oxford Wheels 
of Gory ladies team up with 
the Coventry City Derby Dolls 
to become the Dolls of Gory 
for one day only to take on the 
mighty Wrexham Rejects in 
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Whing fouled Matt Hill 25 yards out 
and gave ex premier league player 
Jason Koumass the chance to take 
the lead but the free kick went well 
over the bar and into the Oxford fans 
behind the goal. 

The chances then came thick 
and fast for both teams with Whing 
giving the ball away and Tranmere 
were denied by a great save. Then 
Oxford had a chance but the header 
from Hilton was weak and the 
Tranmere keeper watched it go wide 
of his left hand post. 

Just minutes later Holmes-Dennis 
put a great cross into the box after 
brilliant skill and persistence but 
sadly the cross didn’t find anybody. 
On the 30th minute Holmes-Dennis 
again played a beautiful low ball 


to Danny Hylton who unselfishly 
played the ball across the box to 
Tyrone Barnet who put the ball in the 
bottom left to Connor for his second 
Oxford goal and Oxford's first of the 
day. 

Tranmere had a chance just 
seconds after the goal but the 
header from Koumass went well 
wide. On the 33rd minute Callum 
O-Dowda put a brilliant cross in 
but it was just over the head of 
Danny Rose. On the 40th minute it 
was Hylton and Barnet again but 
this time the keeper was equal to 
Barnet’s shot. With just seconds 
left in the first half there was some 
brilliant link up play from Riley and 
Rose who played a sumptuous cross 
in but it was an excellent save from 


an even better header from Brent 
who managed to direct the ball the 
opposite way. Then the ref had to 
ruin the first half from an Oxford 
point of view and blow for half time. 
On the 50th minute Tyrone 
Barnet had a chance with a header 
that went just wide with that really 
setting the scene for the second 
half. On the 65th minute the second 
chance of the half came when 
Callum O-Dowda put a brilliant ball 
across the box that was somehow 
put over by Danny Hylton. From one 
yard out it looked easier to score. 
On the 75th minute Joe Riley 
showed great skill to go past 
everyone and put a lovely ball across 
the box that missed everyone apart 
from substitute Alfie Potter at the 


back post who scored his first goal 
of the season. That was the last real 
clear cut chance of the game with 
Josh Ruffles coming on to replace 
Michael Collins late on. 

The man of the match was Tyrone 
Barnet but it could have easily been a 
lot of the players out there including 
Joe Riley and Tareiq Holmes-Dennis 
on his debut. Oxford United did 
well to continue this run going into 
last Tuesday’s game against rivals 
and former boss Chris Wilder's 
Northampton Town, winning that 
game 3-1. 


Attendance: 4,748 
Away: 459 


Photograph: MojoWoko 


though they haven't been 
going very long are already a 
force to be reckoned with! 
The main game was preceded 
by a men’s mixed opener with 
men coming from across the 
country to take part in what 
is becoming a very well loved 
and exciting game. Big hard 
hits and great tactics were 
deployed by both teams and 
lots of sweaty hugs were 
exchanged after the game. 

We can't do things like 
this without the hard work 
that goes on both behind the 
scenes and on game day by a 
whole host of people — bout 
liaison team, marketing, pr, 
cake bakers, nso’s, refs and 
general helpers out. 

So, with that said, Oxford 
Wheels of Gory would like 


our last open door bout of the 
year. 


great time was had by all. The 
The day was amazing anda_ Dolls of Gory came out with 


the win in the end but both 
teams played hard and fought 


well. The Rejects are a lovely 
bunch of ladies and even 


to say a massive thank you 
to anyone that helps us out 
when we heed it, it’s highly 


appreciated! 

If you'd like to know 
a bit more about the 
whole derby craze that’s 
sweeping the country, have 
a look at our website: www. 
oxfordwheelsofgory.co.uk 

We take newbies of all 
abilities so even if you've 
never skated before, come 
and check us out or drop us a 
message. 

Whilst we're a women only 
team, we do have some men 
who play and ref for us and 
we're always on the lookout 
for more refs or nso’s (whether 
that is men or women). The 
only stipulation for derby is 
that you're over 18 and willing 
to give it your all. 


& Get in touch if you'd like 
to know more: 
oxfordwheelsofgory@ 
yahoo.co.uk 


